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Obfervations by the Rev. Mr. Pegge on the Stanton- 
Moor Urns, and Druidical Temple. In a Letter to 
Major Rooke. 


Sir, 

A FTER returning you my bed thanks for the favour of 
your letter of Nov. 27, 1784, wherein you are fo oblig- 
ing as to impart to me an account of your late and further dif- 
coveries of antiquities on St ant on- Moor in the county of Derby, 
with drawings of the urns which you was then fo fortunate as 
to find, I fhould be wanting in gratitude did 1 not communicate 
to you, in return, my lentiments upon them, in hope that they 
may prove acceptable to you. 

The difcovery was indeed moft fortunate and extraordinary, 
as I do not recoiled, at prefent, one fingle inftance befides this, 
amongft all the difcovcrics that have been made in this ifland 
relative to hydriotaphy, wherein one urn was found inclofed, 
or buried as it were, within another. Meric Cafaubon informs 
us [a], that veffels of various kinds had been found within, or 
near the larger urns dug up at Newington in Kent ; and it is 
well known, that an immenfe variety of other articles have been 
found included in the larger and more capacious urns [£]. . 

[<■] Notes on Marc. Aurel. Antonin, p. 43. 

fij Vide, inter alios, Cafaubon, I. c. SirTho. Brown, p. 6.9. 11. Philipot, 
Villare Cant. p. 250. Montfaucon, vol. V. p. 51. and fo for money in parti- 
cular. See Wecrer, p. 516. Philipot, 1 . c. and Archacologia, vol. II. p. i8t. 
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Mr. Pbggb's Obfervations on the Stanton-Moor Urns. 

We read again of family-urns [e], which neceflarily mud be 
of greater content than common ; but neverthelefs, thefe do not 
appear to have had fmaller urns with burnt bones inclofcd in 
them, as this of yours had, but only to contain the bones and 
afhes of fcveral perfons all mixed together; though it feems 
the afhes were not always mixed [</]. Befides, P. Montfaucon 
fpcaks of holes being made in the covers of urns at Rome , for 
the introduction of the bones and afhes of fubfequent fubjeds r 
viz. the remains of ad, 3d, 4th, or even of 5th bodies [e]. 

The mention of thefe large family-urns, reminds me of a 
Roman veflel 1 bought, many years ago, at the fale of the 
effects of John Godfrey , Efq. of Nor ton-Court, Kent , 174a, and 
of which there is a print in Dr- Harris's Hiftory of Kent, 
p. 218. It came from the grand repofitory, or pottery, at 
Newington in Kent [f\, and is faid by Dr. Harris to contain 
near a bujhel, but it holds only forty-four pints. He alfo calls 
it an urn, but as it is fo large, has not much the figure of an 
urn [g], and .has had handles to it, I rather efteem it a veflel of 
fomc other kind, perhaps for wine [A], or rather fruit, the mouth 
being fo wide. 

But to return? the only inftance of the kind of your urn that 
has occurred to me, is in Denmark, where, as IVormius tells 
us [»],' « Inventa eft una [uma] cinerei coloris, qua: in fe mino- 
• ^ . • . 

[c] Sir The. Brown, p. 14. Dr. Plott, Nat Hift« of Osfordfh. p. 328- 
Philipot, p. 249. Montfaucon, vol. V. paffiru. Dr. Harris, Hift. of Kent, 
p. 218. 

(</] Montfaucon, p. 63. 

[r] Id. ibid. See alfo Gent. Magaa. 1784* p. 962, for fever*! bodies interred: 
in one barrow. 

[/] See above the note from Meric Cafaubon, 

[£] Sec the print in Dr. Harris. 

’[£] Battelcy, Antic). Rutup. p. 107, 

[f] Wormii Muf. p. 349. - •• - - ...... 
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Mr. Pbcge’s Obfervatiom on tie Stanton-Moor Urns. 3 

' rent ccntinebat ex puriore argilll elaboratana, coloris nigri, 

‘ politam, uc ex fragments, quae teneo, conftat.’ i. e. * An urn 

* of an afh colour was found, which contained a /mailer one 

* within it, coropofed of finer clay, black and polilhed, as ap- 
‘ pears from the fragments in my poflefiion.’ 

In regard to the people or nation, to whom, Sir, we may fup- 
pofe your urn to belong, the Britons, if not before yet certainly 
after they were romanized, ufed urn-burial [it] ; and therefore 
one has good reafon to imagine, confidering where the urn was 
found, viz, in the midft of fo many Uruidical monuments as 1 
are to be feen on Stanton-Moor , it appertains to them. The 
bones and allies in the two urns may pofiibly be thofe of a child 
and its mother dying about the fame time, or of a woman who 
died in child-bed, &c. But all conjectures on this fubjeft muft 
be fo vague and uncertain, that it is belt to leave every one at 
liberty to form their own notions on this fo very uncommon a 
phenomenon. ... 

Having thus difpatched, Sir, what I had to fay concerning 
your urns, and the very rare and curious circumltancc of inclo-- 
fure attending them, it may be proper, for a conclufion, to add 
a word on the diagram which accompanied them, and reprefents 
a plan of the ground where they were found ; and the rather, 
as reference has above been made to thofe Druidical monuments 
exprelfed in the diagram. The pofitions. Sir, of the circles and 
barrows are, in my opinion, as lingular and remarkable as the 
urns themfclves. 

The firft obfervable is, that the circles, N* 1 and 3, PI. I. Hand 
in a right line, being conneded as it were by the Angle ftone 

[<] This, I find, is the opinion of molt of thofe who have been converfant 
in thele matters, as Montfaneon, Vlt. p. a88. Sir Thomas Brown, p. 10. 
Camden, col. 1408. edit. Gibfbn. Philipot, Viilare, p. 251. 
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4 Mr. PeGGe’s Obfervatiom on the Stanton-Moor Urnt. 

N° 3 [V], (landing in the line,, and from which the circles are 
equididant, viz. each two hundred and twenty-five paced yards. 
The barrow, in which the urns were found is within the circle 
N° i, aud marked with the letter a. In fig. 4, this circle is 
given on a larger fcale; it is nine yards, one foot diameter, but 
N° 2, at the end of the line, and reprefented alfo on a larger 
icalc, is not lefs than fixteen yards acrofs. We may note fur- 
ther, that the connecting (lone, as I call it, 16 but thirty-four 
paced yards wed of the temple, as you term it, or the Nine 
Ladies [*»], N° 5, lo that the circles N* 1 and 2, are alfo at 
equal diftanccs from the temple. 

The next thing to be remarked is, that the barrows, N° 6 
and 7, and the circle N° 8, appear again to range alfo in a line; 
and that N° 6 is two hundred and fixty paced yards didant from 
N° 7, and this lad the fame from the circle N’ 8, which is here 
alfo exhibited on a larger fcalc, fig. 8. and is eleven yards in 
diameter. Ladly the barrow, N’ 9, dands in a line with N° 6, 
7, 8, that is, at the termination of the line, and is didant one 
hundred paced yards from the lad mentioned N° 8. 

Surely, Sir, there is fomething very myderious in thefe ar- 
rangements. One can never fuppofe thefe Druidical monuments 
could be thus fortuitoujly placed; that would be too wonderful a 
coincidence ; but upon what plan, defign, or fydem, the Druids 
proceeded in forming this group of Britifii antiquities, I cannot 
pretend to explain ; let others, more fagacious, divine, taking 
this along with them at the fame time, that N° 1 and 6, arc 
pretty near N. and S. of each other. 

I am. Sir, your mod obedient, 

SAM. PEGGE. 

{/] This flone is called by the country people, tbt kin and there is a draw* , 
ingof it in Archacolpgia, voj. VI. p. 112. Plate XV. 7. 

[//»] See again, Archacologia, VI. p. 112. Ib. 
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Mr. Pegge’s Obfervations on the Stanton-Moor XJrtts. 5 

P. S. I have omitted to note, and I beg pardon for the omif- 
lion, that in a draught of yOur fmaller urn, as big as the origi- 
nal, which you (hewed me, I remarked two fmall perforations 
in the fide, under the ornamental border at the top ; and I think 
you faid there were two fimilar ones on the other fide of the 
urn, and nearly oppofite. This particular is to me as afto- 
nifhing and as unaccountable as any one of the foregoing ciri 
cumftances. 

Since this. Major Rooke being defirous of examining the 
fmall barrows, opened one that was within the circle marked 
(8) in the plan, in which he found an urn of coarfe thin clay* 
full of burnt bones, and upon them lay a very fingular Druidical 
remain, in appearance of mountain pitch, very hard and light, 
and of the fize of the drawing; Confidering the figure, which 
is that of a heart, and the perforation at the top evidently made 
by a tool, we cannot but efteem it a Britilh amulet. 

N° 1. pi. I. is an urn of coarfe clay taken out of a fmall 
barrow on Stanton Moor marked a in the plan: circumference 
three feet* three inches ; height ten inches. Within this urn 
was a fmall one N° 2 covered with a piece of clay, N® 3. In 
the fame barrow were two more urns fimilar to the above; 

N° 4. The fize of the fmall urn taken out of N° 1. This 
is not ouly the type of the fmall urn in its true dimenfious, but 
the drawing exprefied the colour of it alfo. 
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